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COVER PHOTO: Iyad Saleh and Ellen Hanson have served on numerous assignments with World Medical Mission, including 
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Hope seems to be in short supply during these uncertain and 
sometimes chaotic times. Praise God, we have a “blessed hope”  
(Titus 2:13) through the Lord Jesus Christ, and this is the Good 

News that our missionary doctors share as they minister to the sick 
and suffering. 

In this issue we celebrate the restoration of life and hope for patients 
who, until recently, had experienced very little of either.  A 7-year-old 
Kenyan girl undergoes plastic surgery to dramatically repair a facial 
disfigurement.  A toddler receives corrective surgery for a congenital 
heart defect—and his father experiences a heart change of another kind. 
And in a moment of intense grief, a distraught mother finds solace in a 
nurse’s calming presence.

The commitment to serve, often sacrificially, is a hallmark of our 
medical volunteers. I want to express my thanks to everyone who has 
responded to the dire need for workers at overseas mission hospitals.  
The World Medical Mission team is pleased that more volunteers are 
returning to the field, but many more are needed.  As Jesus said, “The 
harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest” (Luke 10:2).

One more note of good news: After a hiatus in 2020 due to the 
pandemic, we are excited to be returning to Orlando Sept. 16-19 
for our medical missions conference Prescription for Renewal. I 
encourage you to go to samaritanspurse.org/pfr for programming and 
registration details.  We look forward to seeing you there!

D E A R  F R I E N D

Sincerely,

Franklin Graham
President, Samaritan’s Purse

.

We are honored to 
partner with dozens 
of overseas mission 
hospitals like Galmi 

Hospital in Niger.           
Dr. Steve Hoyt served 
at Galmi through our      

Post-Residency Program.
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“Amaya (name changed) had been leaking urine 
for over 40 years after having had a cesarean 

delivery, presumably for obstructed labor. Her infant 
did not make it. She was abandoned by her husband. 
Her mother and sisters supported her, and she had 
an attempted fistula repair in 1990, but it failed. 
She came in search of hope again. We found her 
to have four residual holes into her bladder. Both                

Dr. Paulin and I worked hard and thus far she is dry 
after surgery. 
 Now we wait for the healing that only comes from 
the Lord, and we pray these patients will go home 
with the knowledge that they are not forgotten, that 
God loves them, and that they can trust this mission 
hospital if they have needs in the future or become 
pregnant again.”
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Insights from some of the medical personnel who serve in mission hospitals 
in more than 20 countries through World Medical Mission.
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a Samaritan’s Purse biomedical technician Todd Poor and a team of biomedical volunteers 

installed equipment for an ICU wing that opened this spring in Hospital Shalom in 
Guatemala. The group set up a manifold oxygen system, four ventilators, including a transport 
ventilator for extremely sick patients, and four patient monitors. The need for ventilators existed 
prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. “Previously, the only ventilators available in the country were 
in the capital,” said Poor. The new oxygen system and ventilator machines will save lives and 
provide much-needed care in the Peten region. Hospital Shalom became a full-service facility in 
2011 with 22 beds and an outpatient clinic.

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo
Dr. Shannon Potter is a gynecologist in Missouri who previously 

served in Africa through the Post-Residency Program. In March 

she participated in her fourth fistula surgical campaign at 

Vanga Hospital, teaming up with a national urologist and fistula 

surgeon to perform 51 operations in six days. 

September 16-19, 2021
Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld | Orlando, Florida

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing  

that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
—1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

This unique conference brings together Christian medical and healthcare 
professionals for medical education lectures, Bible teaching, and inspiring 

testimonies from medical missionaries.

We will be joined by Franklin Graham, special 
guests Vice President Mike Pence, Dr. Ben Carson, 
Pastor Skip Heitzig, and others. 

Register by August 15 for best rates  
at samaritanspurse.org/pfr.

This activity has been approved for  
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits.™

Franklin Graham
President and CEO of Samaritan’s Purse

20
21



Iyad Saleh and 
Ellen Hanson have 
served together 
with World Medical 
Mission and the 
Disaster Assistance 
Response Teams of 
Samaritan’s Purse.
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T
he sobbing woman nestled her head 
next to the feet of the child, lying 
lifeless in the pediatric ward bed. 
Her 4-year-old son had succumbed 
to malaria, the leading cause of 
death in young children in Malawi. 

So many children had been sickened by 
it, and during the past week Ellen Hanson, 
a World Medical Mission volunteer, had 
administered intravenous fluids to several of 
them at Nkhoma Mission Hospital. A mother 
herself, seeing the distressed woman broke her 
heart. 

“There were other mothers in the ward at 
the time, but no one was going over to this 
poor woman to console her,” said Hanson. “I 
put my arm around her and held her for 10 or 
15 minutes while she cried. I couldn’t speak 
her language, but words were not needed. Just 
being present was enough.”

While Hanson couldn’t help the deceased 
child, she could try to bring comfort to the 
mother. After all, that was the primary reason 
why she and her husband, Iyad Saleh, came to 
Malawi in January—to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus Christ.

Bush hospitals. Cholera and Ebola outbreaks. 
Earthquakes. Refugee camps. A war zone. 
There’s no situation, no place on earth, where 
Hanson, an emergency room and operating 
room nurse, and Iyad Saleh, an anesthesiologist 
assistant, haven’t gone when God has called 
them to alleviate human suffering. 

That unquenchable passion for service has 
inspired them as a couple and individually 
to go on more than 60 mission and 
humanitarian-focused trips during the past 25 
years. It’s also the driving force which brought 
them together—and led to their wedding 
ceremony in a Samaritan’s Purse field hospital 
in Ecuador in 2016.

A DESIRE TO SERVE
Hanson grew up in a Christian home and 
gave her heart to Jesus as a child. She recalls 
seeing pictures of starving children in Ethiopia 
in her father’s National Geographic magazine 
when she was 8 years old. Those images of 

emaciated bodies deeply troubled her. Hanson 
knew then that she wanted to become a nurse. 

Her first work with Samaritan’s Purse 
came in 2011, when she attended to cholera 
patients in our treatment unit in Haiti. She 
also helped care for Ebola-stricken patients at 
our facility in Liberia for three weeks in 2014. 

Saleh grew up in Syria and came to the 
United States at age 16 with plans to become 
a doctor. He received his college degree, 
working side jobs to help pay his way, and was 
accepted into medical school. A glitch with 
his visa, however, meant he would have to 

delay his medical studies for a year. 
“I found out about an anesthesiology 

assistant program that I could enroll in 
immediately at Emory University in Atlanta, 
so I did that instead. I really liked it and 
decided to stay in the program,” he said.

Meanwhile, Saleh began attending churches 
and sought to understand the basic beliefs of 
Christianity. It was a gradual process, but in the 
midst of his search for answers, he found Jesus. 

He also became involved in mission work, 
including more than 20 trips to Haiti to 
participate in construction and water projects, 
followed by medical trips to countries in 
Central and South America.

Ironically, Saleh and Hanson had been 
employed at Gundersen Lutheran Medical 
Center in Wisconsin for many years, but they 
worked in different departments and did not 
know each other. 

“I’ve been at the hospital for 35 years, and 
Iyad for 20 years,” Hanson explained. “We met 
on a medical trip to Ethiopia in 2014 that was 
hosted by our hospital through a partnership 
with Project Mercy.”

‘FIRST  
  AND           
 FOREMOST’

A Wisconsin husband-and-wife medical 

team learn that a heart for service begins 

and ends with a heart for God.

The primary reason why 
Iyad and Ellen came to 
Malawi was to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus.
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ABOVE: The sign at United Mission Hospital captures 
the essence of its ministry: “We serve  Jesus heals” 
LEFT:  Dr. Harris is a general surgeon at the hospital.  
BELOW: Matthew visits with a burn patient. He has 
treated injuries caused by everything from home 
accidents to wild animal attacks.

The next year the hospital sponsored 
another trip, and the two, both divorced and 
devoted to serving Jesus, began to develop a 
friendship. 

OPERATING ROOM NUPTIALS
In April 2016, a 7.8-magnitude earthquake 
in Ecuador destroyed area hospitals and left 
many people needing surgery for broken 
bones as well as routine medical care. Hanson 
and Saleh signed up to serve with Samaritan’s 
Purse in what was our first Emergency Field 
Hospital deployment. 

The two were among the first team 
members to arrive, so they rolled up their 
sleeves and joined in the task of setting up 
the tents. In addition to his anesthesia duties, 
Saleh helped run the generator and operate 
the sterilizer machine. 

“That’s one of the things I love about 
mission work,” he said. “You work out of 
your comfort zone. I thrive in those kinds of 
situations.”

Something else out of the ordinary took 
place during their month in Ecuador. The 
couple had been dating for some time and 
were contemplating marriage. 

“We decided to commit to a life of serving 
Jesus and each other at the field hospital in a 
disaster setting,” said Hanson. 

“Yes, what better place to get married, 
while we were among God’s people,” Saleh 
added. “We had the ceremony inside the 
operating room tent right after staff devotions. 
Then we began the day’s work.”

Some of the 50 or 60 staff members in 
attendance played key roles during the event. 
One of the logistics team members, who 
was also an ordained pastor, officiated the 
ceremony. 

A field hospital worker who does wedding 
photography had brought her camera with 
her, so the couple had wedding photos taken. 
And as a way of saying thanks for the care 
their loved one had received, a patient’s family 
brought a cake to the tent the next day. So the 

Hanson and Saleh came to Malawi in January 2021 for a 
short-term assignment with World Medical Mission. BELOW: 
Hanson and her fellow hikers enjoyed the expansive view 
of the Rift Valley from a mountaintop at Nkhoma Hospital.  

newlyweds had a wedding cake too!
Their five weeks at the Emergency Field 

Hospital in Mosul, Iraq, in 2017 was a 
memorable experience for very different 
reasons, however. 

Security was tight, but the sound of bomb 
explosions nearby rattled nerves. “There was 
such a presence of evil permeating the ground 
and the air around us. Every day our team 
prayed for God’s protection,” Hanson said.

Having lived through years of war in Syria, 
seeing children come to the operating area 
with shrapnel injuries brought back haunting 
images from Saleh’s youth.

“When I was 7 or 8 years old, I was playing 
outside with my best friend when we saw 
what looked like a teddy bear on the street. 



12  |  ON CALL WORLD MEDICAL MISSION - A Ministry of Samaritan’s Purse First and Foremost ON CALL  |  13

We both ran to get it, but my friend ran faster 
than me,” remembers Saleh. “He picked up 
the toy. It exploded and he was killed.”

Saleh was deeply moved during visits with 
young patients in the field hospital’s post-
surgery recovery area. When children heard 
him speak in their native tongue of Arabic, 
they all had the same desperate plea.

“‘Help me find my mother, my father.’ 
Many of them were crying. It was terrible,” 
he said.

GROWING WITH GOD
Perhaps it was the horrors of seeing so many 
civilian casualties, or the daily spiritual battles 
that seared their consciences. When Saleh 
and Hanson returned to Wisconsin, they felt 
convicted.

“Anything can become an idol to you, even 
serving,” Hanson reflected. “And God was 
showing us that serving had become an idol. 
We realized that what we were doing had 
become more about who we were when we 
were serving and the people we were serving 
with, than about our relationship with God.”

They spent the next year wrestling with a 
series of painful circumstances. Hanson said 
God used those challenges to break their 
pride, readjust their attitudes, and reassign 
their priorities so that they committed to 
place Him first in their lives.

Afterward they resumed their missionary 
trips with greater purpose and zeal. “When 
God calls you, you can’t say no. Jesus didn’t 
come to earth to be served, but to serve. That’s 
the ultimate thing all of us as His followers 
are supposed to do,” said Saleh. “There’s 
nothing more fulfilling in life than to make a 
difference in someone else’s life.”

Thanks to flexible schedules and gracious 
supervisors, the couple now does at least 
two short-term trips a year with World 
Medical Mission, in addition to trips with 
other organizations. Those travels included 
trips in 2021 to Galmi Hospital in Niger and 
Nkhoma Mission Hospital in Malawi. 

Cesarean sections and trauma cases were 
among the procedures they participated in at 
Nkhoma, as most elective surgeries had been 
postponed due to COVID-19 concerns. One 
of their memorable patients was a boy around 
the age of 11 who was bitten on the leg by a 
crocodile while swimming in a river.

With limited resources, mission hospitals 
typically can’t administer epidural drugs or 
strong pain medications because they simply 
are not available. Part of Saleh’s role at the 
hospitals is to teach staff how to apply nerve 
blocks and perform advanced techniques of 
anesthesia delivery.

Saleh gave the boy a block so they could 
clean the 3-day-old leg wound, which had 
become infected. Hanson kept talking with 
the child to reassure him. Although the boy 
was nervous, he remained calm throughout 
the entire process. 

For Hanson, one of the highlights in 
Malawi was the experience of going with 
a hospital team to outlying villages for two 
days of health clinics. The high rate of deaths 
among children with malaria in the pediatric 
ward had saddened and frustrated her. She was 
thrilled to help give antimalaria vaccinations 
to dozens of babies and children. 

Hanson acknowledges some drawbacks 
to their short-term work. Language barriers 
make it difficult to have meaningful spiritual 
conversations with patients, and brief time 
spent in hospitals limits their opportunity to 
form close relationships with staff. 

“I see our role as being encouragers to the 
local staff,” explained Hanson, “by bringing 
needed medical supplies, personal comfort 
items like chocolate and DVD movies to long-
term missionaries, and giving national staff a 
month of vacation while we cover their shifts.” 

Although Saleh and Hanson devoted the 

“God can use you 
where you are.  

It’s all about having 
a heart for Him.” Many of the patients the couple has helped treat are 

children. BELOW: Saleh, who experienced the horrors 
of war firsthand as a child in Syria, provided care 
for injured Iraqi civilians at our field hospital in 
Mosul in 2017.
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bulk of their time to working in the operating 
room or treating patients in the emergency 
room or on the wards, the couple made 
spending time with the Lord an essential part 
of each day. That’s an intentional change from 
the early years when they felt an overflowing 
schedule would please God more than 
communing with Him.

“We’ve definitely learned the importance 

of focusing on our relationship with Jesus 
first and foremost. You have to maintain that 
relationship first, and everything else flows 
from there. Ultimately that is more important 
than even the people who you are serving,” 
said Hanson. 

“This is what God has called us to do, 
but what I want to convey is that everyone 
can have a ministry, whether you are 
holding someone’s hand in a nursing home 
or crocheting a hat for the homeless,” she 
concluded. “God can use you where you are. 
It’s all about having a heart for Him.” 

ABOVE: “When God calls you, you can’t say no. Jesus didn’t 
come to earth to be served, but to serve. That’s the ultimate 
thing all of us as His followers are supposed to do,” said 
Saleh. “There’s nothing more fulfilling in life than to make a 
difference in someone else’s life.” LEFT: A Samaritan’s Purse 
medical team joins in a circle of prayer for a patient.

Cesarean sections and trauma cases were among 
the procedures the couple participated in at Nkhoma. 
One patient was a boy who was bitten on the leg by a 
crocodile while swimming in a river.
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H
is grandmother’s letter was waiting 
for him.

A third year resident, Dr. Ben 
Randel had just returned home to 
Indiana after spending two intense, 
life-changing months as a World 

Medical Mission volunteer at Hospital of Hope 
in Togo. 

International mission work was already a 
passion, as he had made brief trips to more 
than a dozen countries since his freshman year 
of college. He went to Togo fully expecting 
to be battle tested, and hoping the experience 
would groom him for future service in 
missionary medicine.

“I wanted to know what it would feel like to 
be put on the edge of the unknown in a fragile, 
resource limited environment,” said Randel. 

Hospital of Hope answered many of his 
questions, and raised new ones. Randel came in 
2016 during an emotionally tumultuous time 
for staff. One of their members contracted Lassa 
fever and died five days after Randel’s arrival. 

“There was immediate grieving and sadness, 
but they still had a hospital to run,” Randel 
said. “They were dealing with a contagious 
disease and they didn’t know who might get it 
next. The team really came together.”

The beautiful display of Christian 
community left an unforgettable impression on 

Encouragement from a missions-minded 

grandmother helps steer a young doctor to 

the Post-Residency Program and a calling in 

missionary medicine.

A LEGACY
OF SERVICE

Dr. Randel escorted Ganiou, a young boy from Burkina Faso, to 
Kentucky for heart surgery in January 2020.

the young doctor. Through that experience he 
learned a great deal about his co-workers, his 
patients, and himself.

On his return flight to the United States, 
Randel had much to ponder. He had one more 
year of residency training in Indiana, and then 
what? Being a full-time missionary definitely 
seemed like a part of his future, but what were 
the practical steps to make that transition?

Soon after he arrived home, Randel’s 
mother handed him an envelope containing 
a letter and a Samaritan’s Purse brochure. He 
immediately recognized the handwriting as 
that of his Grandma Marilyn.

“Dear Ben, I ran across this article from 
Franklin Graham,” it read in part. “I found the 
two-year Post-Residency Program interesting. 
Perhaps you will as well.”

The letter was dated December 2010, but 
Randel’s mother had come across the letter 
only a week ago while going through some of 
Marilyn’s belongings. Marilyn passed away in 
2014. 

“Grandma was faithful in writing letters all 
the time when I was in school,” he said. “That 
was one that she didn’t mail.”

A veteran member of her church’s mission 
committee, Marilyn supported many Gospel 
outreaches around the world. And despite 
living on a fixed income, Randel said she 
insisted on giving generously to help send him 
on mission trips. He fondly remembers her rapt 
interest when he would return from a trip and 
do a photo presentation for his family. 

“She loved the Lord, and she faithfully 
prayed for me. She was critical to my life in so 
many ways,” he said.

Ironically, Randel learned about the Post-
Residency Program while in Togo. Among 
the hospital staff who had encouraged and 
mentored him were two World Medical 
Mission Post-Residents. Dr. Elizabeth 
Fernandez, a pediatrician, was halfway through 
her service in the program at that time. Dr. 
Kelly Faber, also a pediatrician, had completed 
the program in 2014 and successfully 
transitioned to long-term service. 

Today as he looks back, Randel clearly sees 

A specialist in pediatrics and internal 
medicine, Dr. Ben Randel has found a home 
at Hospital of Hope in Togo. He decided to 
continue serving there after completing his 
work through the Post-Residency Program. 
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that he cannot improve the quality of life for 
everyone, but what he can do is serve as a 
magnet to draw patients to Christ.

“I believe in the ministry that we do at 
Hospital of Hope, and I’m happy to be a 
part of that,” he said. “I’m grateful for the 
opportunity that the Post-Residency Program 
gives me and other doctors to be able to serve 
in mission hospitals around the world.”

And one of his biggest fans, Grandma 
Marilyn, would be very pleased too. 

remarked Randel. “One of our chaplains has 
stayed in touch with the family and visited 
them. He says Ganiou’s family reads the Bible 
together. They are growing in their faith.”

Now Randel is trying to arrange surgeries 
for three more pediatric heart patients, ranging 
in age from 1 to 10 years old. 

As an internist, he also treats adults with a 
variety of health concerns. One recent patient 
had a clot in his lung. Another was lame due to 
deterioration of the hip bone. Randel laments 
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that his first introduction to Togo in 2016 and 
the discovery of his grandmother’s letter were 
affirmation of the path God had for his life.

“Togo is where I really started to get a picture 
of what life could be like as a career missionary. 
I learned so much from the doctors who have 
committed their lives to the spreading of the 
Gospel in northern Togo,” he later expressed 

to World Medical Mission staff. “This trip 
really showed me that I could transition from 
residency onto the mission field successfully.”

Randel was thrilled to receive acceptance 
into the Post-Residency Program the following 
year and served at his place of choice—
Hospital of Hope—from 2018 through 2020. 
After completing his assignment, Randel went 
to Indiana for a few months to raise funding 
and visit family. Then he headed back to Togo 
to begin serving as a long-term missionary 
with the sending agency ABWE International. 

ON THE FRONTIER OF MINISTRY
Randel specializes in pediatrics and internal 
medicine, but he views ministry as the buttress 
to all of his work. 

“We care about people and reach people 
through the hospital. That’s our platform. 
Community and ministry are very evident 
here,” he said.

Chaplains are the cornerstone of that 
ministry, and Randel leans heavily on them to 
communicate with patients in the five local 
languages. He is grateful for the chaplains who 
help him navigate spiritual conversations with 
patients and notes that every patient receives 
interaction with one or more of the chaplains. 
While many patients come and go, it is those 
with complicated, recurring health issues that 

the staff are able to build relationships.
Randel works primarily with children, and 

those interactions have opened doors for him 
and the chaplains to share the Gospel with 
family members. 

Several of his young charges are heart 
patients. Without hesitation, the patient he 
claims as dearest to him is a 5-year-old boy 
named Ganiou. They have literally been 
halfway around the world together.

The child’s parents brought him to Hospital 
of Hope to be examined two years ago, a 
nearly 3-hour trip from their neighboring 
country of Burkina Faso. Randel quickly 
diagnosed the boy’s congenital heart condition, 
but there was no cardiologist at the hospital 
who could perform the needed surgery. 

A nonprofit organization in the United 
States agreed to do the surgery. However, 
obtaining the required CT scan and a host 
of documents that would satisfy officials in 
three countries became a Herculean test of 
perseverance. 

“The dad has been very appreciative of the 
effort we were willing to make,” said Randel. 
“We weren’t going to give up, and we were 
determined to find a way to make it work for 
his son.”

During this time Ganiou’s father came to 
faith in Christ through numerous conversations 
and prayer time with hospital chaplains. He was 
growing in his understanding of the Savior’s 
power to heal people both spiritually and 
physically. But now his faith was being put to 
the test as he entrusted his son to God’s care 
and to strangers in a faraway place.

Randel escorted Ganiou to Kentucky for 
surgery in January 2020, where the child 
stayed with a host family for several weeks. 
He returned to Togo—smiling, healthy, and 
energetic—and underwent a final medical 
evaluation at Hospital of Hope. 

It was a magnificent reunion for Ganiou, 
his parents, and Randel. He invited them to 
his home on the hospital grounds to celebrate 
before they journeyed back to Burkina Faso.

“Ganiou’s heart got healed, but a spiritual 
heart change has happened in this family too,” 

Dr. Randel bonds with his patients in Togo. BELOW LEFT:  
Ganiou relaxes at the beach before his flight to the 
U.S. for surgery.  BELOW RIGHT: Randel’s grandmother, 
Marilyn, enthusiastically supported his mission work.

“Togo is where I really 
started to get a picture of 
what life could be like as  

a career missionary.”



Dr. Dan Galat, a surgeon, and Dr. 
Eric McLaughlin, a family medicine 
specialist, lead morning devotions 

for staff and World Medical Mission 
biomedical technicians at Kibuye 
Hope Hospital in Burundi in 2019. 

GOD
CENTER

AT THE
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W
ith the rigors of medical 
school and residency 
behind them, young 
doctors often face weighty 
decisions about their future. 
Should they join a practice 

immediately? Receive specialized training 
through a fellowship? Seek opportunities to 
serve overseas?

The possibilities are almost endless, but for 
Dr. Joseph Sumhlei and Dr. Cody Rogers, 
there was a clear leading from the Lord that 
brought them on a convergent path.

The two physicians completed their 
residency training last year—Rogers in 
Springfield, Missouri, and Sumhlei at Via 
Christi in Wichita, Kansas. Both are considering 
a career in missionary medicine, which is what 
led them to enroll in a one-year international 
family medicine fellowship at Via Christi. 

“I decided to forgo going straight into a 
traditional full-time physician’s practice after 
residency,” Dr. Sumhlei said. “I’m doing this 
fellowship in order to broaden my medical 
skills and have dedicated time and experience 
working in a mission hospital overseas.”

The fellowship includes five to six months 
of service in an international context. In 2020, 
Sumhlei had a great experience serving at 
Memorial Christian Hospital in Bangladesh 
for a one-month rotation during his last year 
of residency. The short-term trip was arranged 
through World Medical Mission. Sumhlei 
enjoyed getting to know the national staff, 
so he was eager to return there this year as a 
World Medical Mission volunteer. 

Dr. Rogers was looking for a place to serve 
too, and he was impressed by the glowing 
reports his colleague shared about the 
hospital. They decided to fulfill their overseas 
requirements for the fellowship by working 
together in Bangladesh.

“The hospital seemed to have what I 
would desire in a place to train. It also was in 
Southeast Asia, which is not a part of the world 
to which I have been,” said Rogers. “Memorial 
Christian Hospital seemed ready and willing to 
host, so I came!”

International childhood experiences lay the 
groundwork for two Kansas colleagues to 
pursue medical missions. Dr. Joseph Sumhlei (left) and Dr. Cody Rogers 

gained valuable medical experience while serving 
this spring and summer at Memorial Christian 
Hospital in Bangladesh. 

MAKING 
CROSS-CULTURAL 
CONNECTIONS  
IN BANGLADESH
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SEEKING REAL WORLD EXPERIENCE
It’s remarkable that the paths of the two doctors 
crossed in Kansas, given their backgrounds 
couldn’t be more different.

Sumhlei was born in Myanmar, and his 
family immigrated to the United States when 
he was 4 years old. He grew up in Iowa. 
Rogers was a missionary kid who spent his 
early childhood in Kenya. His family moved to 
the U.S. in 1997 and settled in Arkansas.

Originally Sumhlei wanted to do last year’s 
rotation in Myanmar, as he is considering 
serving there long term in the future. Although 
that plan fell through, he was delighted to find 
a niche at the storied Memorial Christian 
Hospital, which opened a new facility in 
February 2020. He even had the opportunity 
to converse with some of the patients in their 
native language.

“I believe being born in a nearby country 
and having a similar appearance to the people 
here has on many occasions allowed people 
to feel more comfortable or open around me, 
which is a nice bonus,” said Sumhlei.

Due to the pandemic, a World Medical 

Mission trip that Rogers had planned to take to 
Burundi last year also did not happen. Despite 
the disappointment, he was determined to 
press on with what he believes is a God-given 
desire to do medical missions. That dream was 
confirmed in his heart after previous mission 
trips to Guatemala and Lebanon.

“Heaven will not be monocultural, and I 
am grateful to have been shown that early on,” 
Rogers said. “I think [growing up in Kenya] 
also prepared me to work cross-culturally, and 
I would be burying a talent if I did not try and 
pursue that work.”

Enrolling in the international fellowship 
program in Kansas—and the opportunity to 
serve for five months in Bangladesh—helped 
place both of these family medicine physicians 
on their desired track. But God never promised 
it would be easy.

LESSONS IN TRUST AND OBEDIENCE
Weekdays for Rogers typically begin around 
5:30 a.m. with prayer and devotions. Some 
of those mornings he and Sumhlei gather 
with a small group for a time of worship. 

The early morning is also an ideal time for 
Rogers to make phone calls to his family and 
his girlfriend back home (a 12-hour time 
difference). Hospital rounds start at 7:30.

Although Rogers has had to adjust to the 
limitations of less diagnostic equipment and 
medications, overall he is seeing many of the 
same health conditions that he would treat in 
the United States.

“I was honestly expecting to see a lot of 
head-scratching, strange tropical diseases. I have 
seen a few of those cases, but the vast majority 
have been things that are less weird,” he said. 

Those cases include arthritis in older patients, 
pediatric pneumonia, diarrheal illnesses, 
diabetes and hypertension, and cerebral palsy.

Rogers and Sumhlei perform C-section 
procedures in the mornings and then spend the 
bulk of their day seeing patients in the clinic, as 
well as attending to urgent care or emergency 
room cases.

One of the clinic patients was a woman who 
came seeking treatment for an infection. Even 
with antibiotics, she became increasing ill. After 
the patient made several visits to the clinic, 
Sumhlei decided to admit her to the hospital 
and consulted with a surgeon. 

“We were puzzled by how sick she was, 
despite a not very serious infection,” he said. 
“She eventually needed surgery to explore 
what could be going on beyond the original 
infection.”

Surgery revealed that the woman was 
suffering from appendicitis, completely 
unrelated to the initial infection. After removal 
of the appendix, she made a full recovery.

Sumhlei prayed with the patient on the 
morning of her surgery. He was deeply moved 

when she took the initiative and asked him to 
pray for her the day before she was released.

“God is teaching me to trust more in Him, 
to rely more on His strength than my own,” 
Sumhlei said. “He is growing my desire to 
glorify Him in all facets of my life, even beyond 
medicine.”

Both doctors agree that they are “learning 
something new every day” and are constantly 
reminded that their own lack of experience 
is an opportunity for God’s power to be 
displayed. 

“God can use whatever skills you bring, and 
[feelings of] being undertrained or inadequate 
shouldn’t be an obstacle to someone going,” 
advised Rogers. “The field needs more 
laborers, Jesus made that very clear. If you are 
feeling a heartstring pulling, really evaluate 
that and pray about being obedient to God’s 
command.” 

Dr. Rogers (far left) and Dr. Sumhlei (far right) are pictured with two members of the national staff at Memorial Christian 
Hospital. “God is teaching me to trust more in Him, to rely more on His strength than my own,” Sumhlei said. 

“God is teaching me to 
trust more in Him, to rely  

more on His strength 
than my own.”

Making Cross-Cultural Connections in Bangladesh

Dr. Rogers performs surgeries in the mornings at Memorial 
Christian Hospital. The rest of the day involves seeing 
patients in the clinic and attending to urgent care or 
emergency room cases.
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by Dr. Justin Daggett 

Born with a severe facial deformity, Faith’s future looked grim.                  

Her parents and World Medical Mission doctors refused to give up.

F
aith, now 7 years old, was born 
with a large encephalocele that had 
left her with widely spaced eyes.  
Encephaloceles occur in roughly 1 
in 5,000 births worldwide, although 
there have been some suggestions 

that the cases may be more frequent in sub-
Saharan Africa. We see about six of these 
children a year, most with small defects which, 
while challenging to repair, are more than 
manageable in our setting.

Faith was on a different level from 
these cases. When born, she had a massive 
encephalocele with the absence of the 
majority of her anterior skull, including 
between her eyes. Additionally, she had a large 
cleft that completely separated the right side 
of her nose from the rest of the nose. Faith 
had been treated as an infant at the SickKids 
hospital in Toronto to remove the excess brain 
matter and repair the bony defects. However, 
this still left her with extremely wide-set eyes 
and a nasal cleft that contributed to an almost 
unhuman appearance.  

The surgery to repair this is extremely 
challenging. In the best of settings and in the 
most experienced hands, the risk of blindness 
approaches 10% and the risk of death is 
around 2%.

While I am trained to perform this 
operation, my initial recommendation was 
that she return to SickKids in Toronto. It’s 
a world-renowned center for this type of 
operation and would likely be the safest 
option for her. The family, however, adamantly 
refused to leave Kenya and requested to have 
the operation done in country. This meant 
that I was now faced with the choice of 
whether or not to operate on her. Given the 
very real risks associated with this operation, 
this was no easy choice.

Dr. Justin Daggett, his 
wife, Cassandra, and 
their six children came 
to Kijabe Hospital in 
Kenya through the Post-
Residency Program. 

To operate carried a high risk of blindness 
and the real possibility of death. To not 
operate meant she would be left with her 
deformity for life. While the world is never 
kind to those with such a deformity, in rural 
Africa this can be a particularly harsh fate. 
Children born with deformities are often 
considered to be the result of some family sin 
and a blight upon the society.  

The child is not the only one who will suffer 
from this prejudice. The entire family does. 
Families can be cut off from the community, 
and other siblings may not be able to marry 
due to the family’s perceived sin. These 
pressures can lead some families to abandon 
their children to orphanages or even kill the 
child. Blessedly, this girl’s family had not chosen 

 RECONSTRUCTING

FAITH *

*BLOG

Faith (pictured with her mother and Dr. Daggett before surgery) 
underwent bilateral box osteotomies and nasal reconstruction. 
The procedures took over 18 hours and involved three surgeons.
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old question, “What would you do if she were 
your daughter?” Her answer was prompt and 
confident. “I would not hesitate to do it.”

Rebecca then proceeded to explain to me 
what Faith’s life would be like if she remained 
the way she was. The hardship faced by Faith 
and her family so far would only continue 
to increase. They had actually been given 
some measure of tolerance as she was still a 
child. As she continued to grow to adulthood, 
her appearance would become increasingly 
intolerable until her family was faced with the 
choice to either abandon her or starve with 
her. She ultimately had no future; sooner or 
later she would starve.

Rebecca also reminded me of a truth that I 
too often forget. “Her life is in God’s hands,” 
she told me. I, too, often fall into the thought 
that all the responsibility for “fixing” the person 
before me rests on my shoulders. This is not a 
responsibility that I am given or even deserve. 
While I do have a responsibility to recognize 
my limits and always be careful with the lives 
God places before me, I have no authority over 
those lives themselves.

After an equal measure of prayer and 
planning, we did end up doing Faith’s surgery. 
With the help of two gifted co-surgeons, Dr. 
David Nolen (an ENT from Kijabe Hospital) 
and Dr. Will Copeland (a neurosurgeon from 
Tenwek Mission Hospital), Faith’s operation 
was completed in just over 18 hours. She 

recovered for a few days in the ICU and then 
was moved to the floor without complication. 
I was finally able to stop holding my breath 
when I came in to find this scene in the post-
operative ward:

Faith’s swelling had decreased enough for 
her eyes to open and she was now beading 
a bracelet! Not only was her vision intact in 
both eyes, but she had no complaints of double 
vision. She has since gone home and is nearly 
two months out from surgery without any 
major complication. While she will need an 
additional small procedure to remove some 
excess skin between her eyes, this will be minor 
compared with what she has gone through so far. 

Rebecca also reminded 
me of the truth that  
I too often forget.  

“Her life is in God’s 
hands,” she told me.

such a route, but had instead chosen to care for 
and love their daughter as the gift from God 
that she is.

But they had suffered for this choice.
The entire family had been kicked out of 

their home village and the father was unable 
to find any work due to their “curse.”  They 
had thankfully fallen under the support of 
a man sympathetic to their plight, who 
became an invaluable advocate for them and 
their daughter. 

Facing this challenging decision, I sought 
the advice of a woman who has become one 
of my most trusted cultural advisers, Rebecca. 
She is a sweet Kikuyu grandmother who helps 
my wife, Cassandra, with cooking three days a 
week. Rebecca is also one of the most Godly 
women I have ever met. 

I told Rebecca about Faith, discussing the 
challenges and risks, and then posed the age-

Faith’s mother 
and father were 
overwhelmed with 
gratitude. She will 
need additional 
surgery to remove 
excess skin 
between her eyes. 

From left: Dr. Will Copeland, a neurosurgeon, Dr. Justin 
Daggett, a plastic surgeon, and Dr. David Nolen, an ENT, 
performed Faith’s surgeries. Copeland and Nolen are former 
Post-Residents who are serving long term in Kenya.  

A few days after 
surgery, Faith sat 
in her hospital bed 
beading a bracelet.  
Her vision was 
intact in both eyes. 



When I see Faith in clinic, I am overcome 
by gratitude. Gratitude to her parents for 
taking the hard road and never giving up on 
her. Gratitude to my teachers who equipped 
me to handle such a daunting task. Gratitude 
to my colleagues for their willingness to help 
with a case that goes beyond my individual 
capabilities. Gratitude to Rebecca for her 
wisdom and guidance. And most of all, 
gratitude to God for bringing Faith safely 
through the operation with vision intact and 
for filling in the gaps where I fell short.  

Lowell had received every honor that could be 
given to a surgeon in private practice. He had 
been president of the North Carolina chapter 
of the American College of Surgeons. He was 
elected for two terms to be a governor for the 
state of North Carolina for the American 
College of Surgeons. He was 
elected the Surgeon of the Year 
by the North Carolina chapter 
of the American College of 
Surgeons. 

He developed leukemia 
after retirement and fought 
it with vigor. Toward the 
end, when he was in Seattle 
receiving chemotherapy a few 
months before he passed, I flew 
out to spend a day with him. Just the 
two of us sat in his room and discussed our 
past years spent together practicing surgery. 
Our years together included not only surgery in 
Boone, North Carolina, but also the privilege of 
starting World Medical Mission with Franklin 
Graham, and working together at mission 
hospitals throughout the world. 

Toward the end of the day, he brought to 
light a lesson I will never forget as a surgeon 
and as a doctor. We sat there and discussed 
what the American College of Surgeons 
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Dr. Richard Furman, 
co-founder of World Medical Mission

ANSWERING
THE CALL

W
e consider our medical careers to be the ultimate service we can give to anyone. 
Our work places us in a unique position to make a difference. Patients are 
cured, lives are saved, pain is removed. There is no other career that can give 
such a feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction. My brother, Lowell, and I 

practiced together for many years. I don’t know of a better practice than what we enjoyed.                                             

had meant to both of us. We talked about all 
the honors we had received from our surgical 
practices. But then he taught me something only 
a brother who was months away from leaving this 
earth could teach a younger brother.  

“Looking back at this time in my life 
makes me realize that what we 

have done for the Lord through 
World Medical Mission and 
Samaritan’s Purse is so much 
greater than all the honors 
and success we have had in 
our surgery practice,” he told 
me. “There is no comparison. 

Never forget that.”
Lowell made me aware that 

how the Lord had used us for His 
service is so much more important than 

simply what we do that relates to self. Ever 
since that day, my prayer has been for the Lord 
to use me to glorify Him in any way He can use 
me. And I lay that before you as a brother in 
Christ and as a challenge for you today. Ask God 
how He may use you in His service each day. 
We all want to be able to look back someday 
and say that the most significant days of our 
lives were the ones in which the Lord used us 
for His glory.   

 “Not unto us,  
O Lord, not  

unto us, but to  
Your Name  
give glory.” 

—PSALM 115:1

Daggett encourages his patients to know that they 
are precious gifts of God. Children with birth defects 
are sometimes viewed as accursed in tribal cultures. 
Driven by fear, family members may abandon or even 
kill their children.   

WHAT IS
Encephalocele?

Encephalocele is a birth defect of the 
neural tube, a narrow channel that folds and 
closes during the third and fourth weeks 
of pregnancy to form the brain and spinal 
cord. When the neural tube does not close 
completely, it causes a sac-like protrusion of 
the brain and the membranes that cover it 
through an opening in the skull. The opening 
can occur anywhere along the center of the 
skull from the nose to the back of the neck. 
Usually the protrusion develops at the back of 
the head, at the top of the head, or between 
the forehead and the nose.

The condition is treated with surgery, 
although neurologic problems such as 
seizures, vision problems, and developmental 
delay will be present. Multiple surgeries may 
be needed, based on the parts of the head 
and face that were affected.

• Its exact cause is unknown, although 
many factors may be involved.

• Environmental exposures before or 
during pregnancy may be causes. 
There is a genetic component, as it 
often occurs in families in which other 
family members have other defects of 
the neural tube, such as spina bifida.

Source: www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/birthdefects/encephalocele.html

IS BORN WITH ENCEPHALOCELE 

1 IN EVERY

BABIES
in the United States

10,500



BANGLADESH
MEMORIAL CHRISTIAN 

HOSPITAL
Dr. Cecilia E. DeCook

Family Practice
Holland, MI

Dr. Daniel DeCook
General Surgery

Holland, MI

Dr. Cody S. Rogers
Family Practice

Wichita, KS

Dr. Joseph Sumhlei
Family Practice

Wichita, KS

Ayden Toleman
Bachelor of Science in Nursing - 

Cardiac Care
Denton, TX

CAMEROON
MBINGO BAPTIST HOSPITAL

Dr. Christopher B. Criswell
Anesthesiology
Knoxville, TN

Emily A. Criswell
Critical Care Nurse

Birmingham, AL
      

 Linda A. Criswell
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Knoxville, TN
      

Dr. Wayne M. Koch
Otolaryngology
Columbia, MD

      
Dr. Andy M. Norman
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Manchester, TN

EL SALVADOR
SHALOM FAMILY  
MEDICAL CENTER

Emily E. Brooks
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Thomson, GA

Christina Cromeans
Health Professional

Orefield, PA

Dr. Hiltrud Thurmann
Internal Medicine

Dunlap, TN

Craig Yoos
Health Professional
Sammamish, WA

ETHIOPIA
SODDO CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL

Dr. Duane R. Anderson
Orthopedic Surgery
Coeur d’ Alene, ID

Dr. K. Jeff Carney
Urology

Atlanta, GA
      

Dr. Alex J. Childs
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Hoover, AL

Toni McCormick
Health Professional

Atlanta, GA

Dr. Gina N. Tundo
Urology

Atlanta, GA

HONDURAS
HOSPITAL LOMA DE LUZ

Dr. Hannah Anderson
Family Practice

Blue Springs, MO
      

Dr. Mary R. Haak
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Danville, IN

Dr. David McCants
Internal Medicine

Houston, TX

Dr. Naomi McCants
Family Practice

Houston, TX

Dr. Michael P. Steinkampf
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Mountain Brook, AL

KENYA
CHOGORIA HOSPITAL

Dr. Janae Fry
2nd Year Resident 

Emergency Medicine
Orange Park, FL

Dr. Brian N. Kilpatrick
Pediatrics

Concord, VA

Dr. Rachael Nemcic
General Surgery
Fort Collins, CO

Dr. Steven C. Winters
Orthopedic Surgery

Durham, NC

KAPSOWAR HOSPITAL
Dr. Stephen J. Canon

Urology
Little Rock, AR

      
Dr. Amy Chidester

Family Medicine
Banner Elk, NC

Dr. Andrew D. Chidester
Emergency Medicine

Banner Elk, NC
      

 Elizabeth Eng
 Health Professional

Buena Park, CA
      

 Lydia S. Eng
Registered Nurse
Buena Park, CA

Mary Eng
Health Professional

Buena Park, CA

Dr. Wesley W. Harris, Jr.
Family Practice
Kennesaw, GA

Susan Hopkins
 Health Professional

Prescott, AZ
 

Dr. Bret Law
Family Practice
Americus, GA

      
Dr. Gerhard Schumacher

Family Practice
Kamloops, BC, Canada

Nathaniel A. Schweiger
Health Professional

Richland, WA

KIJABE HOSPITAL
Dr. Matthew Chetta

Plastic Surgery
Columbus, OH 

      
Dr. Stephanie J. Johnson

Pathology
Spencer, IA

Dr. Peter C. Meade
General Surgery

Stockton, CA

LITEIN HOSPITAL
Cheryl Boodt

Health Professional
Holland, MI

 
 

Dr. Peter C. Meade
General Surgery

Stockton, CA

Dr. Matthew Schultz
Family Practice

Mora, MN

TENWEK HOSPITAL          

Dr. Glen A. Barden
Orthopedic Surgery

Lakeland, FL
      

Dr. Charles L. Brooks
Gastroenterology

Ossian, IN

Dr. Rebecca J. Chancey
Pediatrics
Atlanta, GA

Dr. Steven Foley
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Rockville, MD

Dr. Emily F. Goodwin
Hematology/Oncology

Greenville, SC
 

Dr. Peter L. Goodwin
Ophthalmology
Greenville, SC

      
Dr. William E. Haley

Nephrology
Saint Simons Island, GA

Dr. Daniel E. Kenady
General Surgery

Lexington, KY

Dr. Bret A. Kort
Obstetrics/Gynecology
Colorado Springs, CO

      
Hanna Lee

Occupational Therapy
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Lauri A. Maitland
Family Practice
Lynchburg, VA

Dr. Peter C. Meade
General Surgery

Stockton, CA

Dr. John C. Newell
Orthopedic Surgery
Blowing Rock, NC

      
Dr. Bethwel Raore

Neurosurgery
Duluth, GA

      
Dr. James P. Richards

Family Practice
Lincoln, MI

      
Dr. Jason Seibly

Neurosurgery
Bloomington, IL

Dr. Craig Shank
Pediatric Orthopedic Surgery

Beavercreek, OH

Dr. Philip E. Tanner
Gastroenterology
Sioux Falls, SD

Jasmine Vance
Health Professional

Powell, TN

Dr. Michael B. Weigner
Emergency Medicine

Forest, VA  
      

Dr. Andrew A. White
Family Practice
Winchester, VA

LIBERIA
ELWA HOSPITAL

Dr. Josette H. Chamberlain
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Columbia City, IN
      

Dr. Timothy R. Chamberlain
General Surgery
Columbia City, IN

MALAWI
NKHOMA MISSION HOSPITAL

Smitha Geervarghese
Registered Nurse

Mesquite, TX

Dr. Peter C. Meade
General Surgery

Stockton, CA

Dr. Stephen L. Peck
Cardiology

Kalamazoo, MI

Apr i l
t h r o u g h  
June
2021

Mission hospitals around the world depend on the assistance of Christian medical professionals 
who volunteer to provide life-saving care to the sick in Jesus’ Name. We want to thank the men 
and women listed below for their faithful service between April and June 2021. 

servingfor
THANK YOU
32  |  ON CALL ON CALL  |  33WORLD MEDICAL MISSION - A Ministry of Samaritan’s Purse Thank You for Serving

NIGER

NEPAL



34  |  ON CALL ON CALL  |  35WORLD MEDICAL MISSION - A Ministry of Samaritan’s Purse Thank You for Serving

Dr. Rebekah J. McVay
Family Practice
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Dr. Michael W. Penley
Radiology

Richland, WA
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Family Nurse Practitioner
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Dr. Steven C. Winters
Orthopedic Surgery
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Dr. Grace Yoon
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Dr. Benjamin Roose
General Surgery

Ypsilanti, MI
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Dr. David Skavdahl
General Surgery
Scarborough, ME 
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Dr. Caroline Nguyen
Family Medicine
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Dr. Daniel Dyer
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Decatur, GA

Dr. Laura Myatt
Obstetrics/Gynecology
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TOGO
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Dr. Jared Criswell
Family Practice
Fort Worth, TX

Dr. Peter Stafford
General Surgery

Lexington, KY

Dr. Rebekah Stafford
Obstetrics/Gynecology
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HOSPITAL OF HOPE
Dr. Andrew Patton

Family Medicine
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Dr. Bailey Patton
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Dr. Jennifer Smith
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Louisville, KY

SPECIAL 
ASSIGNMENT

Dr. Ian Frankish
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Calgary, AB, Canada

Dr. Matthew Harris
General Surgery
Texarkana, TX

Dr. Danny Joseph
Family Practice

Houston, TX
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Family Practice
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General Surgery

Chelan, WA

Ellen Hanson
Registered Nurse

Cashton, WI
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Family Practice
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Dr. David A. Lovett
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Dr. Margaret E. Pray
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Dr. Thomas J. Jurich
General Surgery
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Dr. Gus Barkett
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Muskegon, MI
                                                          

Mr. Kyron L. Cain
Certified Nurse Anesthetist

Clover, SC

Dr. Robert H. Honea
General Surgery

Danville, VA

Dr. Kathryn Kammert
2nd Year Resident 

Emergency Medicine
Wisconsin Dells, WI

Dr. Craig M. Kline
General Surgery
Saint Joseph, MI

Dr. David H. Kuehler
General Surgery

Albany, NY

Carmen J. Marflak
Certified Nurse Anesthetist

Beaufort, SC

Beth McCoy
Certified Nurse Anesthetist

Mount Zion, IL

Dr. Michael A. Noce
Family Practice
Lakewood, CO

Dr. Edward J. Picardi
General Surgery

Sturgis, SD
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Registered Nurse

Sturgis, SD

Dr. Roxanne Richards
Emergency Medicine
Wisconsin Dells, WI
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Registered Nurse
Lubbock, TX

Dr. Mary R. Haak
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Danville, IN

Dr. Sally B. Inman
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Carmel, IN

Laurel A. Lail
Registered Nurse
Charleston, SC

Dr. Robert B. Laverty, Jr.
3rd Year Resident
General Surgery
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General Surgery
Pittsburgh, PA

      
Rosalyn Wenger
Registered Nurse

Pinnacle, NC

ZAMBIA
MUKINGE HOSPITAL

Dr. Paul Osteen
General Surgery

Houston, TX

Dr. Allan T. Sawyer
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Peoria, AZ

UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA   

OPERATION HEAL 
OUR PATRIOTS

Dr. Lewis B. Baynes
Emergency Medicine

Joseph, OR

Dr. Peter A. Maningas
Emergency Medicine

Rapid City, SD

Dr. Thomas W. Sanderson
Emergency Medicine

Grangeville, ID

Dr. Michael R. Stewart
Family Practice

Crawfordsville, IN

Dr. James W. Walker, Jr.
Internal Medicine

Amarillo, TX

Dr. Stephen T. Walker
Internal Medicine

Elkin, NC

TANALIAN BIBLE CAMP
Jonathan W. Walker

Family Nurse Practitioner
Elkin, NC

SPECIAL 
ASSIGNMENT   

Dr. Ronald A. Cheney
General Surgery

Carroll, IA

Dr. Dean Currie
General Surgery

Jackson, TN

Dr. Myriam C. Hughes
Internal Medicine

Wichita, KS

Dr. David McVay
Family Practice

Tulsa, OK

BANGLADESH

TOGO
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La Fuente Centro, Peru
Litein Hospital, Kenya
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Restricted Country
Shalom Family Medical Center, El Salvador
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia

EMERGENCY MEDICINE
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital Evangelico, Honduras
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Mukinge Mission Hospital, Zambia

Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Shalom Family Medical Center, El Salvador
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia

FAMILY PRACTICE
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital Loma de Luz, Honduras 
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Jungle Hospital, Honduras
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
La Fuente Centro, Peru
Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh

Mukinge Mission Hospital, Zambia
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Shalom Family Medical Center, El Salvador
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

GASTROENTEROLOGY
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

Please pray for these mission 
hospitals and consider volunteering 
if you are a medical professional in 
one of the following specialties.

AMERICAS

  Calling 
     forhelp SPECIALTIES

AFRICA

ANESTHESIOLOGY
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital Loma de Luz, Honduras
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Kibogora Hospital, Rwanda
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Litein Hospital, Kenya
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh
Mukinge Mission Hospital, Zambia
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country

Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Surgery Subspecialty Teams
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

CARDIOLOGY
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Shalom Family Medical Center, El Salvador
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

DENTISTRY
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Chitokoloki Mission Hospital, Zambia
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Galmi Hospital, Niger

Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital Loma de Luz, Honduras
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Jungle Hospital, Honduras
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Kibogora Hospital, Rwanda
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
La Fuente Centro, Peru
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh
Restricted Country
Ruth Bell Riverboat, Bolivia
Shalom Family Medical Center, El Salvador
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

DERMATOLOGY
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala

If you are interested in serving overseas, please complete our Volunteer 
Application online at samaritanspurse.org/medical/volunteer-application. 
International travel is slowly resuming, and there are limited opportunities to 

Alaska
Bolivia 
Dominican Republic
El Salvador 

Guatemala
Honduras
Peru

place volunteers at this time. Please pray for these mission hospitals and 
their ongoing critical needs. For further questions, call World Medical 
Mission at (828) 278-1173.

Burundi 
D emocratic 

Republic of 
the Congo

Ethiopia 
Gabon 

Ghana
Kenya 
Malawi 
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda 

Togo
Zambia 
Zimbabwe

Bangladesh
Cambodia
Nepal
Papua New Guinea

The needs listed below are  
general and ongoing. To see locations 

where a critical need exists, please go to  
samaritanspurse.org/urgent-need

ZAMBIA

ASIA/PACIFIC



Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
La Fuente Centro, Peru
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

ORAL MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kibogora Hospital, Rwanda
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
AIC-CURE International Children’s Hospital, Kenya
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Loma de Luz, Honduras
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Kibogora Hospital, Rwanda
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Surgery Subspecialty Teams
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

OTOLARYNGOLOGY
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
ELWA Hospital, Liberia
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Loma de Luz, Honduras
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Restricted Country
Shalom Family Medical Center, El Salvador
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

PATHOLOGY
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia

PEDIATRIC ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea

PEDIATRICS
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital Loma de Luz, Honduras
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala

GENERAL SURGERY
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Chitokoloki Mission Hospital, Zambia
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Kibogora Hospital, Rwanda
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh
Mukinge Mission Hospital, Zambia
Restricted Country
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia 
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

HEMATOLOGY
Hospital Evangelico, Honduras
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
La Fuente Centro, Peru
Litein Hospital, Kenya
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh
Mukinge Mission Hospital, Zambia
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Shalom Family Medical Center, El Salvador
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

NEONATOLOGY
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Galmi Hospital, Niger

Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

NEPHROLOGY
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

NEUROLOGY
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

NEUROSURGERY
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Surgery Subspecialty Teams
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

OBSTETRICS/GYNECOLOGY
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Chogoria Mission Hospital, Kenya
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Loma de Luz, Honduras
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Jungle Hospital, Honduras
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
La Fuente Centro, Peru
Litein Hospital, Kenya
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh
Mukinge Mission Hospital, Zambia
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Shalom Family Medical Center, El Salvador
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Surgery Subspecialty Teams
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

ONCOLOGY
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

OPHTHALMOLOGY
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
ECWA Egbe Hospital, Nigeria
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Diospi Suyana, Peru
Hospital Evangelico, Honduras
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
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Jungle Hospital, Honduras
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh
Mukinge Mission Hospital, Zambia
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Shalom Family Medical Center, El Salvador
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

PEDIATRIC SURGERY
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kudjip Nazarene Hospital, Papua New Guinea
Mukinge Mission Hospital, Zambia
Restricted Country
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

PHYSICAL MEDICINE & REHAB
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Litein Hospital, Kenya
Myungsung Christian Medical Center, Ethiopia
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia

PLASTIC SURGERY
Baptist Medical Centre, Ghana
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hospital Loma de Luz, Honduras
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kibogora Hospital, Rwanda
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
Mukinge Mission Hospital, Zambia
Restricted Country
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

PSYCHIATRY
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi     
Restricted Country

PSYCHOLOGY
La Fuente Centro, Peru
Restricted Country

RADIOLOGY
Chogoria Hospital, Kenya
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hospital Evangelico, Honduras
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Restricted Country
Shalom Medical Center, El Salvador
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia         
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

RHEUMATOLOGY
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

THORACIC SURGERY
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya              
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

UROLOGY
Bongolo Hospital, Gabon
Galmi Hospital, Niger
Hopital Baptiste Biblique, Togo
Hospital of Hope, Togo
Hospital Shalom, Guatemala
Kapsowar Mission Hospital, Kenya
Karanda Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
Kijabe Mission Hospital, Kenya
Litein Hospital, Kenya
Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Malawi
Soddo Christian Hospital, Ethiopia
Tenwek Mission Hospital, Kenya

BURUNDI

MEXICO
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