God Uses a Giftand a
Letter to Change Lives

As a 7-year-old in Mongolia, Jargalmaa (pictured left) described
one particular day as “unexpected.” After school, her teacher
invited her to a church where she received her very first gift!
This Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift included, among
other fun toys, stationery, and a set of hairclips. Inside, she also
found a letter that said, “You are valuable and so loved by God.”
Jargalmaa cherished this message because her parents and
grandparents had never told her that they loved her.

Jargalmaa went on to participate in The Greatest Journey discipleship program where she especially
appreciated the lessons about God as Creator. Later in 10th grade, she accepted Jesus as her Lord
and Savior. Through her testimony, five of her family members and two close friends also made this
life-changing decision.

Now 15 years after receiving her shoebox gift, Jargalmaa, her husband, and
two young children (pictured above) have recently moved to a new community
where they are ministering to youth in hopes of starting a church.

“I would like to challenge people who are preparing shoebox gifts to
also write a letter showing God’s love,” Jargalmaa said. “What’s written
there may be very simple, but those simple words could completely
change somebody’s life.”




SHOEBOX GIFT IDEAS

“WOW” ITEM TOYS
= Soccer ball = Toy cars
with pump = Jump ropes
= Doll * Yo-yos
» Stuffed animal * Toys that light up
* Shoes and make noise

(with extra batteries)

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
PERSONAL = Pens, pencils, sharpeners,
CARE ITEMS crayons, and markers

= Toothbrushes * Notebooks and paper

= Washcloths * Coloring and picture books
* Combs = Solar calculators

» Hairbrushes

* Small water bottles

DO NOT INCLUDE

ACCESSORIES candy; toothpaste; gum; used
= Socks or damaged items; scary or war-related
= Sunglasses items; seeds; food; liquids or lotions;
= Jewelry and watches !nedicatiuns or vitan!ins; breakable
» Flashlights (with extra batteries) items or glass containers; aerosol cans
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Shoebox gifts are ¢ e

like snowflakes—
no two are alike!

— Franklin Graham,
President, Samaritan’s Purse
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